
TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

GIBSON D. (GIB) LEWIS 
SPSAKSR 

July 31,199l 

Honorable Dan Morales 
Attorney General * RECEIVED 
Supreme Court Building 
I’. 0. Box lZS48 
Austin, Texas 787112548 

MO591 

Opinion Committee 
Dear Dan: 

Enclosed please find a letter from Representative Carolyn Park. It is in 
regards to a situation of an alleged violation of the Texas Constitution as 
a result of dual office holding by three members of the Hurst-Euless- 
Bedford Independent School District. 

I am requesting an attorney general’s opinion of the issues outlined in the 
attached correspondence. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

GDL/dmt 
Enclosure 

-- 



CAROLYN PARK 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

OlSlRlCT 92 

P 0. BOX 2910 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78768-2910 

512mo522 

Qtie &ate, of Qexa53 
#ouee of 3lepre$entatiberi 

IBurltin, Ciiexarl 

July 30, 1991 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
1.24 BROWN TRAIL 

BEDFORD. TEXAS 76022 
81726C4342 

Honorable Gib Lewis 
Speaker 
House of Representatives 
Room 241, State Capitol 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

A constituent in House District 92 has filed a 
complaint with the Texas Education Agency alleging 
violations of the Texas Constitution by three mem- 
bers of the Rurst-Euless-Bedford Independent 
School District school board. 

Mr. Ramsey sites a conflict of interest because 
these members serve or are employed in other ca- 
pacities within the education system. One member 
is the president of s;Ep of Tarrant County: another 
is a teacher in the -d-Independent school-@ti$ilG -m 
District and the third is a part-fime staff member 
in my district office in Redford. Mr. Ramsey con- 
siders these members being in violation of the 
Texas Constitution because of dual office holding. 

Please review the enclosed copy of Mr. Ramsey's 
letter to the TEA and request a ruling from Dan 
Morales, Attorney General. 



Your attention to this matter is greatly appreci- 
ated. 

Best regards, 

Carolyn bark 
State Representative 
District 92 

cc: Board of Trustees 
H.E.B.I.S.D. 

Board of Trustees 
Birdville I.S.D. 

- 



July 24,lYYl 

Texas Education Agency 
Commis:;ior)er~tjt: Educntion 

1701 “’ 
/’ 

/ 

Congress Austin Texas, 

Denr sir; 

The Nucsc Euless Bedford I.S.D. 1848 I:rsrltrsl Dr. Bedford, 

Texas June la,1991 Board regular meet:itl:: :Ippoj.nterl H.E.B.I.S. 

D. Board member LARRY MINIRB as II.E.B.I.s.1). representative 

to Tarrinnt County Edllcntion District . 

Whercforc tI1i.s orj:nnizaL.ion 01: Lhc (:I.JIIII~ y I:fl~~~:aL.ion Distri 

ct created two offices inconsistenl~ if, I’~~nvt iou of the two 

offices in question. 

I. 
Whereby Texas Constitution ;idopted i.11 I;((;i. Art.16 $Sec.40 

prohibited dual office holding and ser.1 irr:r ‘U of. Clrti.clc 1.6 

prevent r7 person holding office and :I(‘I‘~~JJI in:: ;~~~~t~intm~rlt to 

another civil office. II.B.u.1.s.0. I!tl;lr.~l 111 I’rt~r~fc:es Vi~ce- 

President Larry Manire and Office of I:IIIII~I~~’ i..dut.:~I ion Dist r- 

ict member -chang@’ his qualification I’~II. ! )I’> ::c(*ofld ,I,,Cratcls 

in law as a resignation of the first 01 I il.{* Irlr vllicll he 

qualified, which therebv becomes vacanf~ . .<;I’.\ 1’1; V. I);( INKLi(hCFF _-~ _ ~-_~ 

66 T. 45, 17 S.W. 109; Ekparte Cai1,2 l:r.l!.S’)i . :\clic:ill: 

Trustees ace county officers within ::I :~f 0 I:1 ~kt11f I:!: pruvitlin:: 

fur removal of -0unty officers. Carci:i V. ~\t~j:oI illi (ci.v.App. 

\ 

_- 

1967 ) 412 S.W. “d. 949.. 

1. 



II -. 

The County Education District has exercised acccpt.ance of 

H.E.B.I.S.D. and Hirdville I.S.D. jnstoposeing di.strict 

funds in the same county. N.E.H.I.S.D. Roard member Monte 

Stewart is a teacher at Richland Elementary i.n Birtlvi1.I. ISD. 

and office of emolument ( teacher) and elected to inconsis- 

tent B.E.B.I.S.D. trustee office in same County Education 

di~stri.ct. 

III. __ 

il. E . I3 . I . s . Il. board president Lenrri,.jo blair posi.t~ion with 

the office of Texas District 92 State Rrprcsentative Carolyn 

Park exercise emolument of a state office and holding, anothc 

r civil office-in the function of school law. 

Wherefore Texas Constitution restrictions against dual 

office holdinR,and oath of office function i.n upholcl.ing the 

Constitution of TEXAS in public office,1 request you to< .- 
expend due process in abnndcnmcnt of the off~icc formerly qu- 

alified 2nd d’c‘t in the instructional coordinating to Texas 

Comptroller of Public Accounts to s t 0p payment 0 f emo lumc n t 

to Doard members holding dual-office. 

‘Chank You, James Ramsev 


